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A Gay Manifesto 

San Francisco is a refugee camp for homosexuals. We have 
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IV. ON OPPRESSION 

It is important to catalog and understand the different 
facets of our oppression. There is no future in arguing about 
degrees of oppression. A lot of ‘movement’ types come on 
with a line of shit about homosexuals not being oppressed, as 

don’t happen to fit into their ideas of class or caste. Bull! 
When people feel oppressed, they act on that feeling. We feel 
oppressed. Talk about the priority of black liberation or 
ending imperialism over and above gay liberation is just anti- 

1 . Physical attacks: We are attacked, beaten, castrated .and 
left dead tme apd time again. There are half a dozen known 
unsolved slayings in San Francisco parks in the last few years. 

“Punks”, often of minority groups who look arodnd for 
someone? under them socially, feel encouraged to beat up on 
“queens” and cops look the other way. That used to be 
called lynching. 

Cops in most cities have harassed our meeting places: bars 
and baths and parks. They s$t up entrapment squads. A 
Berkeley brother was slain by a cop in April when he tried to 
split; after finding out that the trick who was making ad¬ 
vances to him was a cop. Cities set up ‘pervert’ registration, 
which if nothing else scares our brothers deeper into the 

‘gang rapes'. These rapes are invariably done by people who 
consider themselves straight. The victims of these rapes are us 
and straights who can’t defend themselves. The press cam- 


to make straights fear and despise us, 
more. It’s typical of the fucked-up s 
that homosexual sex involves tying a 
him. That’s aggression^ not sex. If tha 
of straight people, that’s a problem t 



2. Psychological warfare: Right from the beginning we have 
been subjected to a barrage of straight propaganda. Since bur 
parents don’t know any homosexuals, we grow up thinking 
that we’re alone and different and perverted. Our school 
triends identify ‘queer’ with any non-conformist or bad be¬ 


havior. Our elementary' school teachers tell us not to talk to 
strangers or accept rides. Television, billboards and magazines 
put forth a false idealization of male/female relationships, 
and make us wish we were different, wish we were ‘in’. In 
family living class we’re taught how we’re supposed to turn 
out. And all along, the best we hear if anything about 
homosexuality is that it’s an unfortunate problem. 

3. Self-oppression: As gay liberation grows, we will find our 
uptight brothers and sisters, particularly those who are 
making a buck off our ghetto, coming on strong to defend 
the status quo. This is self-oppression: ‘don’t rock the boat’; ’ 
‘things in SF are OK’; ‘gay people just aren’t together’; i’m 
not oppressed’. These lines are righj out of the mouths of the 
straight establishment. A large part of our oppression would 
end if we would stop putting oilrselves and our pride down. 

4. Institutional: Discrimination against gays is blatant, if We 
open our eyes. Homosexual relationships are illegal, and even 
if these laws are not regularly enforced, they encourage and 
enforce closet queenery. The bulk of the social work/psy- 
chiatric field looks upon homosexuality as a problem, and 

acceptable only as long as our sexuality is hidden. Big busi¬ 
ness and government are particularly notorious offenders. 

The discrimination in the draft and armed services is a 
pillar of the general attitude toward gays. If we ai;6 willing to 
label ourselves publicly not only as homosexual/but a? sick, 
then we qualify for deferment; and if we’re riot ‘discreet’ 
(dishonest) we get drummed out of the service Hell, no, we 
won’t go, of course not, but we can’t let the toy fuck over 


V. ON SEX 

1. What sex is: It is both creative expression and communica¬ 
tion: good when it is either, and better when it is both. Sex 
can also be aggression, and usually is when those involved do 

when jv.e-are distracted or preoccupied. These uses spoil what 
is good about it. 

I like to think of go'od sex in terms of playing the violin: 
with both people 6n one level seeing the other body as an 
object capable of creating beauty when they play it well; and 
on a second level the players communicating through their 
mutual production and appreciation of beauty. As in good 
music, you get totally into it-and coming back out of that ? 
state of consciousness is like finishing a work of art or 
coming back from an episode of an acid or mescaline trip. 
And to press the analogy further: the variety of music is 
infinite and varied, depending on the capabilities of theuj 
players, both as subjects and as objects. Solos, duets, quar¬ 
tets (symphonies,,even, if you happen to dig Romantic 
music!) are possible. The variations in gender, response, and 
bodies are like different instruments. And perhaps-what we 
have called sexual ‘orientation’ probably just means that we 

2 .Objectification: In this scheme,'people are sexua 











most ghettos, and is certainly freer than the rest of Amerika. 
That’s why we’re here. But it isn’t ours. Capitalists make 
money off us, cops patrol us, government tolerates us as long 
as^we shut up, and daily we work for and pay taxes to those 

To be a free territory, we must govern ourselves, set up 
our own institutions, defend ourselves, and use our own 

attun communes, and our own paper is a good start . The talk 
about a gay Uberation coffee shop/dance hall should be acted 
upon. Rural retreats, political action offices, foot) coopera-. 

they must be developed if we are to have even the shadow oi 

VII. ON COALITION 


radical groups if they are able to transcend their anti-gay and 
male chauvinist patterns. We support radical and militant 
demands when they arise, e.g. Moratorium, People’s Park; 
but only as a group; we can't compromise or soft-peddle our 
gay identity. 

Problems: because radicals are doing somebody else’s 
thing, they tend to avoid issues which.affect them directly, 
and see us as jeopardizing their ’work’ with other groups 
(workers, blacks). Some years ago a dignitary of SDS on a 
community organization project announced at an initial staff 
meeting that there would be no homosexuality (or dope) on 
the project. And recently in New York, a movement group 
which had a coffee-house get-togethef after a political rally 
told the gays to. leave when they started dancing together. 
(It’s interesting/to note.that in this case, the only two groups 
which supported us were Women’s Liberation and the Cra- 


Right now the bulk of our work has to be among our- 
selves-self educating, fending off attacks, and building free 
territory. Thus basicafly we have to have a gay/straight vision 
of the world until the oppression of gays is ended. 

But not every straight is our enemy. Many of us have mixed 


ideology. And face it; we can’t cl 
Who do we look to for coalitic 
1. Women’s Liberation: summar 
they are our closest ally; we'mi 


:ology, dope, 
tatements, 1) 


with them. 2) a lesbian caucus is probably the best way to 
attack gay guys’ male chauvinism, and challenge the'straight- 
ness 'of women’s liberation; 3) as males we must be / sensitive 
to their developing identities as women, and respect that; if 
we know what our freedom is about, they certainly know 


2. Black liberation:* This is tenuous right now because of the 
uptightness and supermasculinity, of many.black men (which 

movement, particularly when they are under attack from the 
establishment; we must, show them that we mean business; 
and we must figure out fSrhich our common enemies are: 
police, city hall, capitalism. 

i.Chicanos: Basically the same problem as with blacks: 
trying to overcome mutual animosity and fear, and finding 
ways to support them. The extra problem of super up-tight- 

pattern of Mexicans beating up “queers”, can be overcome: 
we’re both oppressed, and by the same people at the top. 

4. White radicals and ideologues: We’re not, as a group, 
Marxist or communist. We haven’t figured out what kind of 
political/economic system is good for us as gays. Neither 
capitalist or socialist countries have treated us as anything 
other than non gram so far. 

But we know we are radical, in that we know the system 
that we’re under now is a direct source of oppression, and it’s 
not a question of getting our share of the pie. The pie is 


We can look forward to coalition and mutual support with 


Perhaps most fruitful would be to broach with radicals 
Their stifled homosexuality and the issues which arise from 
challenging sexual roles. ' 

5. //ip and street-people: A major dynamic of rising gay lib 
sentiment is the hip revolution within the gay community. 
Emphasis on love, dropping out, being honest, expressing 
yourself through hair and clothes, and smoking dope are all 
attributes of this. The gays who are the least vulnerable to 
attack by the establishment have been the freest to express 

We can make a direct appeal to young people, who are not 
so up tight about homosexuality. One kid, after having his 

about, making it with a girl just isn’t that different.” 

The hip/street culture has led people into a lot of freeing 
activities: encounter/sensitivity, the quest for reality, freeing 
territory for the people, ecological consciousness, communes. 
These ate real points of agreement and probably will make it 
easier for them to get their heads straight about homosexual- 

6*Homophile groups: 1) reformist or pokey as they some¬ 
times are, they are our brothers. They’ll grow as we have 

identity. 

CONCLUSION: AN OUTLINE OF IMPERATIVES 
FOR GAY LIBERATION 

1. Free ourselves: come out everywhere; initiate seif defense 
and political activity; initiate counter community institu- 

2. Turn other gay people on: talk all the time; understand, 
forgive, accept. 

3. Free the homosexual in everyone: we’ll be getting-a good 
bit of shit from threatened Jatents: be gentle, and keeD 
talking & acting free. 

4. We’ve been playing an act for a long time, so we’re 










